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Geopolitics of the Arab World: Sources of Strength and Weakness

Elias Nemer Nasr

Abstract:

Geopolitics is the science concerned with studying the relationship between humans and their surrounding
environment—that is, the geographical study of political phenomena and the relationship between geographical factors and
political variables. It involves the study of the territory on which a state exists and the ways in which space, terrain, and
climate affect the conditions of states and their populations (both human and natural resources). It is also influenced by

neighboring countries and their circumstances.

The study of the geopolitics of the Arab world holds great significance, as it helps to identify its sources of strength
and weakness, as well as the reasons behind regional and international competition to control it. Arab countries overlook
the most strategic straits that control the world’s maritime navigation routes from the Middle East to Europe. These include
the Straits of Hormuz, Bab al-Mandeb, and the Suez Canal. These straits are decisive factors in the geopolitical reality of
the Arab world, which controls the most vital global trade routes—by land, sea, and air—making the region a target of

competition between regional and international powers

Furthermore, the Arab world is rich in natural and mineral resources, most notably oil and gas, as well as deposits of
gold, iron, aluminum, copper, zinc, and silver. This abundance renders it vulnerable to the ambitions of regional and global

powers seeking to destabilize its countries and intervene in their affairs in order to control their wealth and resources.

Keywords: Geopolitics — Geographical environment — Political factors — Strategic straits — Natural resources -

International competition

885
Cinally 8ol cilagia : l) allall Lubeod) Ll i



http://www.ajsp.net/

